School Creates International Partnership to Study Health Care
Needs of Oregon Migrant Workers

Thanks to the generous support of the Or-
egon Community Foundation, we will kick
off an international partnership this summer
which will have a strong and positive impact
001 OUF COMUmUnicy.

The School of Social Wark will collaborate
with Virginia Garcia Memorial Health Cen-
ter and The Universidad Popular Autdnoma
del Estado de Puebla (UTPAEF) to address
the health care needs of migrant and scasonal
workers in Oregon.

By 2025, Oregon expects to gain about
197,000 residents through international mi-
gration resulting in a 184% increase in the
Latino population. An additional 10,000
Mexicans arrive in Oregon each year. Due to
the lack of access to health care, this highly
productive community has some of our
worst health outcomes.

This project will pilot test innowvative health
education and self-management interven-
tions, provide culturally appropriate best
practice guidelines, add significant knowl-
edge about the incddence of chronic disease
among the Oregon farm worker population,
and contribute to the education of cultur-

ally responsive health and behavioral health

service providers.

“We are very excited to work with the staff
from Partland State University's School of
Social Work on this program. With this
program vre will be able to develop and
implernent new popular educaton strategics
to help our patients learn about the health
issues that are affecting them. Additdonally,
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the medical P:ofcssiuna]s from Mexico join-
ing in this effort will help us undertake the
first ccmp::h.:nsi'ﬂ: health evaluation in the
migrant farm worker camps of Washington
County,” sald Chris Shine, Interim Executive
Dhirector, Virginia Garcia Memorial Founda-

tion.

The Health Worker Outreach P'roject begins
with a seminar to bring smdents up to date
in the latest research for working in muld-
professional and muldcultural healeh service
d.:].ivcr_rr contexts. |he second cormponant
will place UPAEP and M.5. W students in
teams at various Virginia Garcia clinics from
July 2—-August 3rd. Srudents will spend one
day per week with the mobile dinic in the
migrant camps, one day at an established
clinic site, and one day collecting data on
chronic health conditions, including dia-
betes, high blood pressure, and depression.
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Each student will complctc 120 hours of
waork in the field for a total of 1,200 hours

of service.

Principal Investigator of the project, As-
sistant Professor D Ted Dionlan, received
his doctorate from Arizona State University
School of Social Wark in 2006 and joined
the S5W faculty in the fall of 2006, D
Edgar Ohrea Cardoso from UPAETD will lead
the student delegation from Mexico and
Marca Polo Tellez de Vasso will co-teach the

seminar.

“This will b= a great opportunity for our stu-
dents to develop their abilides to work across
culrures and languages. I look forward o
developing long-term collaboratve relation-
ships with my colleagues from Mexico,” said
Dr. Denlan.
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